OUT    OF    THE    LINE

days of c grim reality/ and actual monsters. One lunch-
hour I spent less irrationally with two officers of the
Gloucester Pioneer Battalion, which had an enviable
reputation with us as a gathering of good fellows alto-
gether ; my friends were Hillier and Crockford, whom I
see yet in the al fresco spirit of that leafy corner. There
was poetry about these two, nor was I afraid to speak
of poetry to them; and so long as the war allowed a
country-rectory quietude and lawny coolness three kilo-
metres from the line, and summer had even greater liberty
than usual to multiply his convolvulus, his linnets and
butterflies, while life was nevertheless threatened con-
tinually with the last sharp turnings into the unknown,
an inestimable sweetness of feeling beyond Corot or
Marvell made itself felt through all routine and enforce-
ment; an unexampled simplicity of desire awoke in the
imagination and rejoiced like Ariel in a cowslip-bell. It
was for a short time, but even that decree heightened the
measure.

EXERCISES

1.  Vocabulary.   Make up a list of war-words, such as rest-
billets, and give their meanings,

2.  Interpretation.   Take   the last  paragraph on  p. 94, be-
ginning, " At lunch-time."

(a) Rewrite the paragraph in your own way. Give your
version a title.

(6) Explain the expressions, country-rectory quietude, lawny
coolness, an inestimable sweetness of feeling beyond Corot or
Marvell, and like Ariel in a cowslip-bell.

3.  Composition

(a)  Write a letter from a soldier in rest-billets to a relative
at home.

(b)  Describe some event during the War of 1914-18.

95